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1. Presidents’ Letter 

 

Dear delegates, 
 

It’s with great pleasure that we welcome you to this year’s CCBMUN. It would be rather 
impolite to continue without introducing ourselves, so let’s get right to that. Our 
names are Samuel Lundy and Ana Marcela Ramírez, both from Colegio Colombo 
Británico, and we’re currently in 11th and 9th grade respectively. We are honoured to 
have the unique and agreeable opportunity to serve as your SPECPOL committee chair. 
The pair of us have been involved in numerous models and thus have an extensive 
range of commissions that we have participated in. Every year we look forward to the 
conference because of the phenomenal experience it is, and hope you’ll join us in our 
endeavour to make this the best one yet! 
 

One of the most instrumental commissions in the United Nations, the Special Political 
and Decolonization Committee deals with paramount issues present in an ever-
changing global society. Bearing that in mind, we have picked two topics that we hope 
you’ll derive enjoyment and satisfaction from as well as fruitful and engaging debate. 
Nonetheless, the only way in which one can truly make the most of any model is to 
have an exceptional level of understanding regarding the subject matters which will be 
discussed. That is why we urge you to exploit your investigation skills to the fullest. 
But, what use is there in having an exceptional amount of knowledge if you don’t 
employ it accordingly? None, really. Therefore, we expect that every single one of you 
will come into the committee willing to contribute to the debate and be ready to 
defend your nation’s position in the face of controversial stances.  The most important 
attributes in a delegate, though, are resilience and effort; we want you, more than 
anything, to just try your best.  
 

Both of us are truly passionate about what these models represent and are well aware 
of how they shape, motivate, and educate students. Likewise, we fully understand how 
at first it can all be a little overwhelming. Whether this is your first or last MUN, never 
hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns before or during the model. 
You can email us at specpol@ccbcali.edu.co. Be certain that all you need is preparation 
and enthusiasm to be the best version of yourselves, delegates. In the meantime, we 
anticipate meeting you with excitement and trust that we will thrive as a commission!  
 

Best of luck, 
Samuel & Ana Marcela 
Co-presidents 
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2. Commission Information 

 

i. History 

 

The Special Political and Decolonization Committee, otherwise known by its 

abbreviation, SPECPOL, is the fourth main standing committee of the General Assembly 

(GA) of the United Nations. SPECPOL was initially created to deal specifically with 

decolonization matters, as suggested by its full name, but it has come to concern itself 

with multiple political issues not directly dealt with by the mandates of other 

committees. The aforementioned commission deals with rigorous consideration and 

investigation surrounding a broad 

range of topics, spanning from 

peacekeeping, outer space, and 

public information to atomic 

radiation and refugees’ human 

rights. Even though the Special 

Political and Decolonization 

Committee in its current form was 

established as recently as 1993, the 

UN has executed its work for a long 

time prior to that. 

 

To provide some context, the 

General Assembly is one of the six main organs of the UN and was created in 1945 under 

the Charter of the United Nations. It comprises 193 member states and was established 

to provide a crucial forum for international negotiations and crisis resolution; thus, it 

lacks the power to make demands and rather, recommends actions, sets standards, and 

initiates research. Preceding the creation of SPECPOL, the First Committee handled 

political and security affairs, thereupon the Fourth Committee only concerned itself with 

decolonization.  Owing to the increment of security issues, in 1956, the GA set up the 

Special Political Committee (SPC) so as to lessen the burden of the First Committee. 

Notably, this commission was made a main committee of the General Assembly, yet it 

never received a designation as a numbered committee; the SPC was merely listed 

succeeding the First Committee in UN documents and such. Afterward, in 1961 a Special 

Committee on Decolonization (C-24) was founded to aid in the implementation and 

monitoring of the 1960 Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples. The Fourth Committee, SPC and C-24, all worked separately 

towards carrying out the duty of the present-day SPECPOL. 

 

The Special Political and Decolonization Committee was created on August 17th, 1993 

via the General Assembly Resolution 47/233. This session served as a reform for the GA, 
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granting SPECPOL as its Fourth Committee 

through the merging of it with the Special 

Political Committee. Presently, His 

Excellency Mohammed Hussein Bahr 

Aluloom serves as the chair of the Fourth 

Committee. Mr. Aluloom, who has held 

distinguished positions within his 

country’s administration, has been Iraq’s 

permanent representative to the United 

Nations ever since 2017. 

 

 

ii. Structure 

The Special Political and Decolonization Committee’s membership is open to every UN 
member state, all of which can take part in its meetings. Each of these nations count 
with one vote; all votes hold the same value during voting processes. To see the full list 
of United Nations members, visit: https://www.un.org/en/member-states/ 

As part of the General Assembly, SPECPOL has regular sessions that start in September 
of each year. Special and emergency sessions can also be held if a simple majority (fifty 
percent plus one of the member states) agrees. Each session 10 items are allocated to 
the committee by the General Assembly; all decolonization matters are considered in 
one general debate and individual debates are held for all other items. The Special 
Political and Decolonization Committee follows standard procedures. 
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3. Topic 1: Israeli Annexation of the West Bank 

 

i. History/Context 

Beginning of the conflict 

One of the longest-running territorial conflicts in modern-day history is the dispute of 
the Gaza strip, or in bigger terms; the Israel- Palestine conflict. This conflict can be traced 
back to the Napoleonic era, more specifically to 1799, when Napoleon offered Palestine 
as a new home for the Jewish community (Israel). It was around this time that the first 
Zionist settlement was established on Palestinian soil (Zionism: Jewish nationalist 
movement that has as its goal the creation and support of a Jewish national state in 
Palestine). This movement gained strength throughout Europe in the years after that, 
so much so that in 1922 the League of Nations approved the British plan to establish a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine. However, these plans failed to work properly because of 
Palestine revolts.  

 

Post-war conflicts 

In 1947, two years after the end of the 
Second World War, and two years after the 
creation of the United Nations, a 
controversial resolution was passed by the 
General Assembly. Resolution 181 called 
for the partition of Palestine into Arab and 
Jewish states, with the city of Jerusalem 
being a corpus separatum (Latin: “separate 
entity”) to be governed by a special 
international regime.  

This was a plan to partition Palestinian 
lands, which would be divided between 
Palestinians and Jews from around the 
world. This was seen as a respectable 
solution to the issue of displaced Jewish 
people due to the war, and it was also seen 
as a way to repay this ethnic and religious 
group. However, Palestine rejected the 
plan.     

One year after the plan was proposed, the 
State of Israel was officially created (May 
14, 1948) and the United States and USSR 
recognized it immediately. This forced 80% of Palestinians living in what was now Israel’s 
land to emigrate, whilst Palestine lost 80% of its land to Israel. According to the news 
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outlet Al Jazeera, “After the tumultuous events of 1948, 150,000 Palestinians remained 
in Israel and were eventually granted citizenship. However, they were subjected to 
military rule until 1966. After the conquest of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967, 
Israel began its military control over Palestinians living in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory.”   

Israel launched several attacks on Palestinian territory, including massacres in the Arab 
villages of Qalqilya, Kufr Qassem and Khan Younisan and an attack on Gaza in 1967.  
Israel then also invaded the rest of historic Palestine under the pretext that it 
represented the Jewish sacred land. This issue continues nowadays, although it is now 
more religious than ever, as both the Jewish and Palestinians claim the land as theirs 
because it is sacred to both communities. 

 

Disputes over Holy Sites 

One of the biggest fuelling factors of this issue is religion. As stated before Jerusalem is 
a Holy Land to three of the biggest religions in the world (Judaism, Islam, and 
Christianity). To fully understand the nature of this problem one must understand its 
roots, which can be dated back to 3000 years ago. Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities 
in the world, it has fallen and risen on multiple occasions, every time creating more 
history. The city is divided into four quarters: the Muslim quarter, which is the largest 
one; the Jewish quarter, which holds the Western Wall or Wailing Wall and borders the 
Temple Mount; the Christian quarter, which holds The Church of the Holy Sepulchre; 
and finally the Armenian Quarter, which holds the Church of St. James.  

 

ii. Current Situation 

Religious diversity is without a doubt one of the major causes of armed conflict 
nowadays. In recent years there has been an increased growth of extremist religious 
movements due to differences in belief and practice. In this modern age, a highly 
controversial dispute of this nature can be found within the Middle Eastern region, more 
specifically, in Israel and Palestine.  
 
These neighbouring countries vary extremely when it comes to religion, social groups, 
and economic development. The status of both Palestine and its borders is considered 
an ongoing dispute; in fact, there is no internationally recognized line between the two 
nations and some countries don’t even recognize Palestine as an independent state. In 
itself, the conflict is over the ownership and control of the land, but it has become so 
brutal and violent, that it's impossible for this to be considered a solely religious issue. 
Both sides seek to acquire Jerusalem and its holy sites, along with other territories such 
as the West Bank, thus creating a paradox; the city is considered sacred, yet it inspires 
unholy violence. Either way, this conflict differs from a “regular” dispute over territory 
since, in order to be resolved, cultural, religious, social, and political meanings have to 
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be taken into account. This is because holy sites such as The Temple Mount, Haram al-
Sharif, and The Western Wall all have profound value to individuals throughout the 
land.  

 
 Move of the U.S Embassy to Jerusalem 

As of 2020, the conflict still rages on, claiming more lives every day. The biggest recent 
event of this conflict was the relocation of the U.S Embassy to Israel to Jerusalem, a 
highly controversial decision. This was a move conducted by the Trump administration 
to express its support of Israel’s sovereignty. However, many experts believe this would 
only anger the Palestinians, as Jerusalem was meant to be a corpus separatum, as 
Jerusalem is holy to three faiths (Islam, Judaism, and Christianity) and claimed by both 
sides (Israel and Palestine).  

In this conflict, both nations have committed many attacks on each other, such as 
‘Operation Protective Edge’ led by the Israeli military to gain control over the Gaza strip, 
the annulment of the Oslo agreement by the Palestinian government and the 
annexation plan led out by Israeli intelligence to annex the West Bank. It can easily be 
seen that Israel has highly benefited from the annexation of territory in comparison to 
its Palestinian counterparts, who now only control the Gaza strip and some territory 
along the North-Eastern area of Israel.  

 
 

 

 

 

Image retrieved from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Palestinian-loss-of-land-
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 Attempted annexation of the West Bank 

As tensions grew between the Palestinian government and the heavily U.S backed Israeli 
government due to the control of the West Bank, Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
President Trump created a plan for the ‘gradual’ annexation of the West Bank (Eastern 
Jerusalem). This created an even bigger divide between the two nations and divided the 
Israeli population, as many citizens rejected this proposal. According to the journalist, 
Amir Tibon, “Such an approach is intended to allow several annexation instalments 
without threatening Netanyahu’s coalition with Gantz or sparking the ire of Democrats”. 
This proves to be an issue as Benny Gantz, the Alternate Prime Minister of Israel, has 
signalled his opposition to this plan. The plan continues to this day, and it is unclear if it 
will continue after the upcoming U.S presidential elections. It is predicted that if Donald 
Trump loses the presidency this plan may come to a halt.  

 

The importance of Jerusalem for each religion 

 

 

The importance of Jerusalem for Judaism: 

For Jewish people, Jerusalem is the promised land, given to them by God as land for 
their community to grow and prosper after the long years of Egyptian slavery. Jerusalem 
has been home to Judaism since the 10th century BCE, as it was thought to be the city 
where God resided. In Judaism, you are taught about David’s struggle to seize the city 
and also the construction of the Holy Temple, one of the most disputed Holy Sites in the 
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world. The Holy Temple was said to be built by King Solomon as a way to honour God, 
and nearby is Mount Moriah which is where Abraham went to sacrifice his son and talk 
to God. Jerusalem is so important to Judaism that it’s mentioned 669 times in the Tanakh 
(Hebrew Bible). Jerusalem is mentioned many times in the Old Testament and is even 
described as the Jews’ promised land. “And God said: ‘Take now thy son, thine only son, 
whom thou lovest, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah [Jerusalem]; and offer him there 
for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains [Temple Mount] which I will tell thee 
of’”. 

— Genesis 22:2 

Apart from that, Jerusalem is also the location of the Wailing Wall, which is the 
only wall from the Holy Temple which was not burnt in the Babylonian invasion. 
Jewish people believe that this was where the world was created and it is also 
the closest place to the Holy Holies where they can pray. This place hosts over a 
million Jewish people every year, who come from all over the world to connect 
with their heritage and pray. 

 

The importance of Jerusalem for Muslims: 

According to BBC news “The Muslim Quarter is the largest of the four and contains the 
shrine of the Dome of Rock and the al-Aqsa Mosque on a plateau known to Muslims as 
Haram al-Sharif, or the Noble Sanctuary. The mosque is the third holiest site in Islam and 
is under the administration of an Islamic trust called the Waqf”. It is believed that the 
prophet Mohammad travelled to Jerusalem to place the foundation stone, and that he 
ascended to heaven with the Angel Gabriel to talk to other prophets and to receive signs 
from God. However, the Haram al-Sharif is also the Mount Temple or it was before it 
was rebuilt. This creates a lot of divide between the two groups of people as Jews claim 
that the temple was theirs first. However, Jerusalem has now gained a more important 
political aspect for Palestinian citizens as it represents the control over their territory, 
and if they were to lose Jerusalem that would probably mean they would lose most of 
their remaining territory. 

 

The importance of Jerusalem for Christianity: 

Even though there is no clear Christian party involved in this conflict, Jerusalem still 
holds a very important role when it comes to the Christian religion. Jerusalem is the 
place of the death and resurrection of Jesus. The Christian quarter of Jerusalem (which, 
in reality, is both the Christian quarter and the Armenian quarter, as they both share the 
same religion) holds the church of the Holy Sepulchre, which is where Jesus was buried 
and then resurrected. This church is also a representation of different ideals working in 
cohesion as, according to BBC, “The church is managed jointly by representatives of 
different Christian denominations, mainly the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate, Franciscan 
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friars from the Roman Catholic Church and the Armenian Patriarchate, but also by the 
Ethiopians, Coptics and Syrian Orthodox Church”.    

 

Current violent threats:  

As well as the conflict 
between the Israeli and 
Palestinian governments, 
Palestine also has to deal 
with many internal 
conflicts. A struggle for 
power between its 
leaders, increasing 
famine, decreasing 
resources, and increasing 
violent attacks 
overshadow the Middle 

Eastern nations’ search for 
peace and prosperity. 

While the government in Ramallah and the Hamas-led government in Gaza City struggle 
to agree on how to move forward, the threats coming from Tel Aviv and Western 
Jerusalem continue.  

Apart from the potential annexation of the West Bank, the Israeli government is still 
looking to gain control over the Gaza strip. There has also been a spike of violent attacks 
against Palestinian citizens in Jerusalem from Israeli police. For example, according to 
Nir Hasson “Israeli police officers shot to death an unarmed, disabled Palestinian man in 
Jerusalem’s Old City on Saturday. Eyad Hallaq, 32, resided in the East Jerusalem 
neighbourhood of Wadi Joz. He attended and worked in a special needs school in the 
Old City, just meters away from where he was shot”.  

Many people claim that hate crimes across Jerusalem have started to rise after Prime 
Minister Netanyahu established a plan to annex the West Bank. Furthermore, Israel has 
launched several air-raids against Gaza City, as a response to three missiles launched 
from that area towards Jerusalem. According to the news outlet Al Jazeera, “Israel has 
said it carried out fresh air raids on the Gaza Strip in response to three alleged rockets 
fired from the besieged Palestinian enclave. No casualties were reported in the attacks 
late on Sunday that took place amid heightened tensions over Israel's widely criticized 
plan to illegally annex parts of the occupied West Bank. Palestinian media outlets said 
an Israeli fighter jet targeted a position belonging to Hamas, the group that administers 
the Gaza Strip, in the al-Zaytoun neighbourhood. Agricultural land in the area was also 
reportedly hit.” 

These escalating tensions between Tel Aviv and Gaza City have not been tolerated by 
many foreign governments. The German Foreign Minister has said that stopping the 
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annexation of the West Bank is a “matter of priority” and has also labelled the plan as 
“illegal”. According to Noa Landau, “Germany, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority 
declared that preventing Israeli annexation of parts of the West Bank is paramount, in a 
joint statement released Wednesday overnight following a meeting between German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh and 
Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi.” 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has urged the Israeli government to abstain 
from continuing with this plan. “I call upon Israel to abandon its annexation plans,” the 
UN chief says in the report, adding that such a move would “threaten efforts to advance 
regional peace.” “If implemented, this would constitute a most serious violation of 
international law, including the Charter of the United Nations.” 

In Palestine, many extremist groups have risen because of this situation, and this has 
caused a rise of violence within Palestine, but also in Israel and its neighbouring 
countries. One of these groups is Hamas who, according to the Israel Defence Forces, 
have fired over 1,500 rockets aiming at Israeli territory. This group is also known for 
capturing civilians, usually Israeli, and forcing them to fight on the front lines. There are 
many other groups such as PIJ (Palestine Islamic Jihad), Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, PRC 
(Popular Resistance Committee), DFLP (Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine), PFLP (Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine), PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organization), Harakat and Al-Saribeen. The Palestinian government has failed to stop 
the growth of many of these groups, and there are growing rumours that the Palestinian 
government is funding many of them.    

Governments have been divided about which side of the conflict they support, and it is 
often based on religious reasons rather than on a thorough analysis of the situation. The 
Palestinian government is supposedly looking for peace, but has stopped many peace 
accords between these two nations, and has continued to encourage violence towards 
Israeli citizens, especially Jewish citizens. The Israeli government threatens to take away 
more Palestinian lands and uses military attacks against Palestinian citizens who are 
regarded as a terrorist threat.  As of now, the situation has reached a stalemate, and 
there are increasing tensions between Israel and Palestine. 
 

 

iii. Key points of the debate 

● The viability of the Israeli annexation of the West Bank 

o The impact or possible consequences of illegal annexation 
● Rising violence in Jerusalem between cultural groups 

● The relationship between religion and politics 

● The status of Jerusalem as a corpus separatum 

● International involvement in this conflict 

● Possible conciliatory measures 
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iv. Participating Organisms 

 United Nations Security Council  

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

  Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) 

 United Nations Human Rights Commission 
 

 
v. Guiding Questions 

1. What is your country's view regarding the relationship between religion and 

the state? How does this view impact your nation's foreign relationships? 

2. What is your country's position regarding the Israel-Palestine conflict? Has 

your nation been directly involved? If so, how?  

3. Has your nation had a recent history of territorial disputes based on ethnic 
or religious differences? If so, how was the dispute solved, and can any of 
those solutions apply to the Israeli-Palestine conflict? 

4. What is your country’s position about the relocation of the US Embassy to 
Jerusalem? 

5. What is your country’s position towards the proposed annexation of the 

West Bank? 

6. What diplomatic solutions would your nation propose in order to calm the 

situation in Jerusalem and the West Bank? 
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4. Topic 2: Overseas Development Aid as a facade for neocolonialism 

 

i. History/Context 

 

In the charter of the United Nations, it was determined that one of its main purposes 

was “to develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of 

equal rights and self-determination of peoples,” (United Nations, 1945). Accordingly, 

this topic was created with the intention of addressing neocolonialism, which could pose 

a threat to the due execution of the aforementioned goal. 

Neocolonialism can be defined as “the control of less-developed countries by developed 

countries through indirect means.” (Britannica, 2020) Likewise, overseas development 

aid, or foreign aid, is described as “the international transfer of capital, goods, or services 

from a country or international organization for the benefit of the recipient country or 

its population.” (Britannica, 2020) In light of that, solely from a linguistic point of view, 

foreign aid and neocolonialism are antithetical concepts. While foreign aid refers to the 

altruistic support of another economy, neocolonialism seeks to control it. Before 

drawing the relation between these two ideas, it is essential to understand each, 

together with their historical background.  

 
Neocolonialism 
 

“[Neocolonialism] is the survival of the colonial system in spite of formal recognition of 
political independence in emerging countries, which become victims of an indirect and 
subtle form of domination by political, economic, social, military, or technical means.” 

(All-African People’s Conference, 1961) 
 

  

Map of various nation’s colonies in 1945 
Image retrieved from: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Colonization_1945.png 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

SPECPOL 

The concept of neocolonialism has many facets, and it has vastly evolved since it first 
appeared following the end of World War II. Due to the constant use of the concept 
through the eyes of critics, neocolonialism has come to have an inherently negative 
connotation. The cases of neocolonial economic dependency are abundant in this period 
of history (post-WWII) due to the fact that around the 1950s many decolonization 
efforts were launched in Africa, which as can be seen in the figure below, was almost 
entirely non-self-governing.  
 
With that in mind, a new label was needed because, despite the wave of decolonization, 
many world agents were utilizing certain tools to exert control over newly independent 
nations. An example of this is the Treaty of Rome of 1957, in which the heads of six 
European nations (France, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands) 
decided that the European Common Market would include their overseas territories. 
National leaders and groups all over Europe perceived this agreement as economic 
domination of the dependent territories. Though there is no single author recognized 
for coining the term “neocolonialism”, Jean-Paul Sartre and Kwame Nkrumah are both 
attributed to being the first to convey “neocolonialism” fully. Both Sartre, a French anti-
colonial activist, and Nkrumah, the first Ghanaian president, expressed profound 
criticism towards European policies which ensured the dependence of newly 
independent African countries on their former colonial powers.  

      
Neocolonialism can be understood as an extension of both imperialism and capitalism 
since, at its core, it is the controlling and powerful involvement of either nations or 
corporations from the developed world in the political and economic areas of a 
developing country. Put differently, neocolonialism is the practice of advancing one’s 
presence in another country through methods differing from past colonialist techniques, 
such as occupation of the foreign territory or forced religious conversion. For this 
reason, neocolonialism is considered to be a highly manipulative and deceitful form of 
exploitation.  

 
A striking historical example of neocolonialism is the Françafrique, which denotes the 

state relations between France and Africa. Félix Houphouët-Boigny, a former Ivory Coast 

president, coined the term — françafrique — as a positive thing; according to his 

judgement, involving France in Ivorian affairs provided stability to the nation. 

Nonetheless, the word has come to be used as a way to denounce imbalance between 

French-African relations, with some arguing that many African leaders act in France’s 

best interest rather than in that of their own countries. Either way, it’s relevant to point 

out that currently, some African nations still have a prominent French presence, either 

through military troops or corporations. 

 
The dependency theory, first proposed in the late 1950s, can be utilized to better 
understand neocolonialism. As can be observed in the diagram to the right, it states that 
the global economy is determined by a peripheral structure. In it, developed nations 
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(situated in the core) obtain cheap labour 
and resources from less developed nations 
(situated in the periphery and semi-
periphery). Later, these developing nations 
will purchase the production output at 
higher costs. This allows developed nations 
to remain in their privileged position, 
which leaves underdeveloped nations 
impoverished.  
 

 

Foreign Aid 
 

 
Foreign aid is the voluntary handover of 
monetary resources, services, or goods from 
one nation to another, to support or assist them 
in some manner.  Official development assistance, also referred to hereafter as ODA, 
has the objective of combating poverty and promoting development, and is the most 
common kind of foreign aid. Foreign aid is given from one country to another through 
bilateral arrangements or a multilateral program. The former is a direct transfer or grant, 
while the latter is directed towards international or nongovernmental organizations, 
such as a number of agencies within the UN, which will later utilize the grant to carry 
out some sort of aid activity.  
 
The beginnings of foreign aid can be traced back to the 18th century when Prussia 
financially supported some of its allies. Later, in the 19th and 20th centuries, European 
nations supplied their colonies with great amounts of monetary aid; it could be argued 
that, even if this is overseas aid, it doesn’t qualify as foreign aid. The modern form of 
foreign aid can be said to have begun with World War I, when the United States made 
loans to its allies.  

 
Subsequently, in the aftermath of World War II, an aid program by the name of the 
Marshall Plan, proposed and funded by the United States, was implemented to help with 
the recovery of 17 European nations. Additionally, organizations that help allocate funds 
and aid, such as the United Nations and the World Bank, were founded. In the ensuing 
decades, multiple countries throughout the world have created their own initiatives to 
aid. They have come into play significantly while fighting communism in Asia and South 
America, responding to the AIDS epidemic in Africa and alleviating civil wars. 
 
 
 

Image retrieved from: 

https://sites.google.com/site/theoriesofdevelo

pment/stages-and-theories/dependancy-

theories 
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According to the US Council on Foreign Relations, foreign aid generally belongs to one 
of the following categories: 

 
● Humanitarian aid seeks to address the fundamental necessities of a 

population in need (such as people in a conflict or famine zone) through 
material and logistic help. 

● Development aid aims to boost the economic stability of a nation or 
community through investments. Often called overseas development aid 
(ODA) 

● Military aid strives to assist in security and defense through monetary 
resources, military armaments, and training.  

● Political and economic aid aims to support political stability and 
economic reforms through monetary resources and general backing of 
different activities.  

 
The greater part of ODA is provided by countries that are part of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), though not all. See figures below for 
the top official donors and recipients of official development assistance in 2017 and 
2018, respectively.  
 

 

 

 

Image retrieved from: https://world101.cfr.org/global-era-issues/development/brief-

history-us-foreign-aid 
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ii. Current Situation 

Currently, certain critics 
have come to question the 
role of foreign aid. They 
argue that supposed 
altruism could actually be 
used as concealment for 
imperialist ambitions. If so, 
what are the 
consequences? The 
assumption that foreign aid 
allocation is solely 
motivated by the 
compassion of developed countries is based on a standpoint that ignores the reality of 
many nations across the world. Nevertheless, foreign aid has a great correlation with 
the development of LEDCs, which translates to it being an institution that does promote 
the prosperity of its recipients.  
 
The distribution of ODA should serve the growth of all less-economically developed 
countries (LEDCs). It should be given by more-economically developed countries to help 
any other country in need on an equal basis.  Still, critical scholars have identified a 
pattern in which nations allocate foreign aid in a manner that mirrors the way they did 
so with previous colonies. (Sueres, 2016) In these cases, advances are made to 
strengthen the vision of the aid provider rather than that of the receiver. Thus, recipients 
can find themselves in a situation where the aid is detrimental, yet needed; that is to 
say, the aid is giving them momentary stability, but no sustainable development. This 

Image retrieved from: https://www.developmentaid.org/#!/news-

stream/post/59556/the-top-10-oda-recipients-in-2018 

 

Image retrieved from: https://www.borgenmagazine.com/promoting-

self-reliance/ 
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includes cases where countries are being exploited for their resources, or those which 
become overly dependent on the aid donor.  

 
In this system, the donor country is held to a high moral esteem, while in reality, they 
are gaining economic control and influence over the receiver through policy standards. 
In that same manner, countries can elect to direct their ODA only towards countries 
where investment is possible. While there is virtually nothing wrong with investment, 
once ODA is structured as a way for economic gains for the donor, only an estimated 
“one percent of humanitarian funds reach the affected population.” (Jayawickrama, 
2018) This means that not only have the motives of foreign aid been corrupted, but so 
have the ultimate outcomes of it.  

 
Other elements of aid that can be perceived as neocolonial are those of trade 
restrictions and selective generosity. This refers to cases in which the donor country 
adds rules or conditions to the aid it gives. From a moral standpoint, conditional aid 
defeats the whole purpose of ODA, which is why many nations have tried to ban it. 
Despite this, both of these scenarios still happen repeatedly. Selective generosity can be 
seen when nations direct their aid to be spent on only certain nations, evidently 
establishing a destructive system of support with favouritism. Trade restrictions, on the 
other hand, bind the recipient nation to purchase goods from the aiding nation. 

 
Africa 
 

The most prominent examples of aid being a form of neocolonialism can be seen in many 
African countries. Africa has been subject to colonialism and ODA for an extensive 
amount of time now; hence, it constantly takes action to promote post-colonial 
sustainability. Additionally, it denounces neocolonialism and abusive foreign influence 
or exploitation. Yet somehow, nations such as China, France, Germany, the United 
States, and the United Kingdom, are still considered by many to be practicing 
neocolonial activities in Africa.  

 
Critics of the current foreign aid system have stated that numerous African Nations have 
sovereignty only officially, since they are still controlled and reliant on other, more 
developed nations. In the past years, the instance of China’s engagement with African 
states has gained momentum and disapproval. Though African-Chinese ties can be 
traced back as far as 1955, the nation has been accused of having a foreign aid business 
model for development that only benefits its own economy, and not that of the African 
nations it apparently helps.  

 
Currently, China has been accused of disregarding environmental standards in its 
production projects located in Africa. Critics say that Chinese companies have 
established themselves in Africa, offering low payment and harsh conditions to its 
labourers, whilst the Chinese manufacturing sector has monopolized the African market, 
leaving no room for domestic companies to thrive. As a concrete example, multiple 
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Chinese oil companies are present in around 20 African countries, including Angola, 
Nigeria, and Chad; this poses a challenge for smaller national corporations. Furthermore, 
the Chinese companies have been established strategically so that they are close to sites 
in which political decisions are made regarding the energy sector. China’s multinational 
settlement on the African continent has increased in parallel with oil exports from Africa 
to China. Likewise, it has slowly become the single most important economic partner of 
many African nations, alienating their relationships with other countries. As seen in the 
figure to the right, more than half of China’s foreign aid is directed towards Africa.  

 
 
 
 
Previous Actions 
 

The international 
community has gained 
awareness on the matter 
of neocolonialism, and as 
such, some action has 
been taken. The OECD 
created an institution 
called the DAC, or 
Development Assistance 
Committee. In the years 
since its establishment, 
the DAC has held forums 
to create plans for aid 
effectiveness. In 2005, the 
Paris Declaration generated a plan to enhance the voice of receiving countries, together 
with their ability to coordinate with their donors. The DAC’s Third (2008) and Fourth 
(2011) High-Level Forums focused on middle-income countries within the foreign aid 
system, together with aid effectiveness. Additionally, the General Assembly, in its sixty-
eighth session published a document named Follow-up to the Fourth United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries. In this document, it called upon 
developed countries to channel resources into the economic capacity-building of LEDCs, 
and it identified how important it is for a recipient nation to keep national priorities in 
mind when receiving aid.  

 
Overseas development aid is an important resource for many developing countries. 
However, care should be taken to identify the counterproductive elements, if any, of 
foreign aid, and developed countries should not be allowed to exert financial power to 
the detriment of the nation it is supposedly helping. An important question of the 
debate is whether the conceivable negative aspects of ODA outweigh the positive ones, 

Image retrieved from: http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/869785.shtml 
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and if so, what is the most viable way to ensure that foreign aid being used as an 
imposition of one nation’s authority over another?       
 

 

Note for the delegates: While doing your research, you might find useful 
information under the more modern term “neo-imperialism”.  

 
 

iii. Key points of the debate 

● Transparency behind foreign aid allocation 

● The situation of aid recipients with respect to overseas development aid 

● The status of the African continent with regard to neocolonialism and 
development aid 

● Development aid as a tool for self-government in developing countries in 
order to effectively improve standards of living 

● Methods to ensure that development aid reaches the people for whom it was 
intended 

 

 

iv. Participating Organisms 

 Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) 

 Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

 Special Committee on Decolonization (C24) 

 World Bank Group (WBG) 
 
 

v. Guiding Questions 

1. Has your country been either a colony or a colonizing power, and, if so, how 

does it affect your country’s current international relations? 

2. Is your country a donor or recipient of overseas development aid? What sort of 

projects are covered by this aid? 

3. If your country is a recipient of development aid, what benefits does it bring to 

your country? 

4. If your country is a donor of development aid, what benefits does it bring to 

your country? 

5. What has your government done to ensure that aid that is given or received 

directly benefits the lives of citizens in the recipient country? 

6. What needs to be done, if anything, to regulate overseas development aid? 
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